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Temper, or Diipafition of Mind, as i 
have hei^e hinted at, is at once, greatly 
bms^nental to the Frafeffim of ChriA 
tknit)r, and highly hononcable ,taou^ 
holy Religion itrel£ And, give thi^ 
X#eave to fay it, fuch is the Ornament; 
Madami of .your Profefnon, and. fiich 
J^ the Honour which you have done^ 
sind are ftill doing, to ^€ Faith j^.J^ 
fits, Fpr^ve me. Madam, thail I 
inake thefe Stridhires in yow Cfaarac^ 
ter fb puhlick. T only do it'w;ith It 
View to encourage others in chQirAt* 
tempts ta r^ulate their Paflions/ and 
l}ring them under the Government xif 
Reaibn and Religion, upon the £mie 
afilidive Trials that you have met 
Vtrith. This v), one great End which 
I hope to aiifwer by prefixing this 
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to their ^Candaar, arid to the Candcnir 
©f all thofe- into whofe Hands it may 
now fall. It.was notpreached at the 
Rcqueft of any Perfon, but didated 
purely by a Senfe of what I thought 
was owing from liiyfelf to the Me- 
mory of my worthy Collegue, as well 
as to his Fami^"^ and the Churches 
of Chrifi-i whereof he had the Overfight, 
*' My Heart's Defire and Prayer to 
*« God for them is, that they may be 
** favedy 

I am, amidfl the beft Wifhes f<»your 
beft Interefts, both temporal and fpiri- 
tual, perfonal and relative, Madam, • 

Tour affeBionate Friend 

and obliged humble Servant, 

S. BLYTH. 
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2 Tim. IV. 7, 8. 

/ have fought a good Fight y I have jinijhed my 
Omrfej I hofve kept the Faith. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a Crown ofRighteoufo 
nefoj which the Lord the righteous Judge Jhall 
give me at that Day. 



I 



T is with the fincereft fympathetic Con^ 
cern for the Interefts of Religion in gc* 
neral, and the religious Interefts of this 
Society in particukr \ a Concern diiftated both 
by Duty, Intereft, and M'edtion, that I now 
enter upon this niournkii Service, as it is facred 
to the Memory and thr Merits of your lately 
honoured Friend and faidS al Minifter in Chrtji 
yefuSjwhofe indefatigable Labours of Love and 
Zeal for your better, your immortal Parts, you 
have long been reaping the happy Fruits of; 
but whofe Face, a,las ! you muft now fee, anc^ 
whofe Voice, alas ! you muft now hear no 
nK)re. His ^* Silver Cord is loofed, his Golden 
Bowl is brofecn, his Duft is returned into the 
Bofom of its Parent Earth, and his Spirit to 
God, who gave it." \ 

As of the nobleft Pile of Building, when 
the Pillars fail, we may fay the whole Super- 
ftruiflure is in Danger ; lo of that beautiful 
Fabrick> Religion, when thofe who have long 
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been, at once the Ornaments and Supports of 
it, are taken away, and removed by Death> 
we cannot but be in Pain for the Confequen- 
ces 5 left it fliould fall into Ruins, and left we 
too fliould perlfh in thofe Ruins. There is 
but too much Room to fear it, without a pe- 
culiar Watchfulneft in thofe who furvive, to 
ilrengthen the Thing? which remain, but are 
likewife ready to die. I have introduced this 
Allufion here, juft to illuftrate the Connexion 
there is betwixt the Interefts of Religion in 
general, and the fad Event which has given 
the immediate Occafion to this Difcourfe. As 
to the religious Interefts of this Society, in 
particular, how deeply, and in what a tender 
rart they are wounded by it, I need not fay ; 
how fenfible you are of it, appears, in a good 
Degree, from the forrowful and refpedtful 
Appearance of your prefent affembling your- 
felves together. And I could almoft wifh, 
from the Incapacity I feel for any thing more, 
that I had nothing more to do, than to mingle 
my Tears with yours, in the paflionate Ex- 
clamation of the Prophet Elijha^ when his 
Mafter Elijah was parted from him, on the 
Plains of Jordariy " My Father, my Father ; 
the Chariot of Ifraely and the Horfemen 
thereof!*' But this would ill agree with the 
Duties of my prefent Station, or the. Duties 
of thofe Relations, which I have had the 
Pleafure of ftanding in, for fome Years paft, 
both to this Church, and your late worthy 

Paftor, 
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Paftor^ now with God ! whofe Di 
fore, I muft now endeavour to 
good Ufe of, for yours, and my o^ 
Confolation and Improvement. A 
know any Subjedt, in facred W 
would have done more Tuftice to ] 
ter, than the Words which I ha^ 
your ferious Attention to ; as will 
am perfuaded, when we have we! 
in the firft Place) 

L The Charadter which is impli( 

Secondly, 
n. The Duties of that Charail 

Thirdly, 
m. The Reward of it* 

Thefe are fuch Particulars as tli 
turally fuggefts to our Confideratio 
the leaft Violence or Force* Af 
gone through them, with all conv 
Vity, I fhall endeavour to make a £ 
plication of them, and of that gl 
vidence which has led me to them* 

I. The firft Thing to be confide 
CbaraSler implied in the Pajfage pfe^ 
Difcourfe, 

It is evidently ihzX, o'[ a good Soldi 
Cbrijl. A little Attention to the 
Stile of the Evangelifts, and Apoftl 
eafily lead you into the View of C 
as a fpirituaf Warfare^ frequently j 
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fuch military Cuftoms, amongft the Romans^ 
fts wjerc well known to the facred Wjiters. 
In this View we have been taught to colifider 
that proverbial Saying of our Saviour's, Matt. 
XX. 1 6- *^ Many-are called, but few are ehofen/* 
Alluding to tne Cuilom of calling together, 
by publick Suttirtflons, all who were trapablfc 
6f bearifig Atmsj who were thereupon 
efeliged to appear, When Forces were to be 
raifed : Out of thofe who were thui calledy 
by publkk Prodatnation, Officers, appointed 
for the Purpofe, chofe proper Pcrfons f0r the 
Service, and difmiffed the reft. Hi^r too 
the fanie good Critic (a) refers thofe Words 
of 5/. Peter, " Wherefore the rather. Brethren, 
give Diligence to make your Calling and ^/fr- 
tim fure. See i Pet. k lo. And ahb that 
Paffage in Rev. xvii. 14. *• Thefe (hall make 
War with the Lamb, and the Lamb (hall 
overcome them : For he is the Lord of Lords, 
and .King of Kings 5 and they that are with 
him are calledy znd cbofeny znd Jaithful." Should 
thefe Authorities be thought infufficient, there 
are others which prove the Point before us, 
beyond all Difpute ; as 2 Cor. x. 4. " For the ' 
Weapons of our Warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty, through God, to the pulling down 
of Strong-holds/' i Tim. \. 18. '' This Charge 
1 commit unto thee. Son Timothy y according 
to the Prophefies which went before on thee, 
that thou by them mightck i0ar a good War^ 

(a) Bnkelly in his Chri/iian Warfare. 

fare:\ 
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fare!^ 1 TV/w. vi. 12. " JP/^A/ the good Fight 
of Faith, lay hold on eternal Life, wheretinto 
thovL zTt called^ &c" St.Pauly fpeakingof hi$ 
Fidelity in the Miniftry, particularly his Readi^ 
nefs, upon all Emergencies, either to repel the 
AiTaults of his ijpiritual Enemies, on one hand, 
or to bear up under any Difficulties and Dif- 
couragemcnts, in the Way of his Duty, on 
the other, expreffes it by ** the ArnK)ur of 
Righteoufnefs on the Right Hand and on the 
Left/* See 2 Cor. vi. 7. But the ftrongeft 
Allulion to Chriftianity, as zjpiritual Warfare^ 
is in iSf . P/7«/'s Epiftle to the Saints at Ephefus^ 
Chap. vi. Ver. 10 — 17. " Finally, my Brethren, 
be ftrong in the Lord, and in the Power of his 
Might. Put on the whole Armour of God, 
diat ye may be able to ftand againft the Wiles 
of the Devil. For we wreftle not againft 

. Flelh and Blood, but againft Principalities, 
againft Powers, againft the Rulers of the 
Darknefs of this World, againft fpiritual Wick- 
cdnefs in high Places. Wherefore take unto 
you the whole Armour of God, that yd 
may be able to withftand in the evil Day, and 
having done all, to ftand. Stand therefore, 
having your Loins girt about with Truth, and 
having on the Breaft-plate of Righteoufnefs ; 
and your Feet flhod with the Preparation of 
the Gofpel of Peace ; above all, taking the 
Shield' of Faith, wherewith ye ftiall be able 
to quench all the fiery Darts of the Wicked, 
And take the Helmet of Salvation,' and the 

Sword 
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1 . The firft is Courage. A good Soldier of 
Jefus Chrtfi muft have Refolution to oppofe 
the Corruptions of a fuperftitious and an irre- 
ligious Age. He fliould have Bravery enough 
to enter the Enemy's Entrenchments, and 
diflodge Sin from its ftrongeft Holds, If 
Need be, he (hould even dare to iland alone 
in the Field, and, on the Day of Battle, to com- 
bat, fingly, all the Forces fent againft him ; 
/. e. he fhould dare to be Angularly good and 
virtuous, rather than cowardly defert his Poft, 
and follow even a Multitude to do EviL How- 
ever, Courage is not all that is required in a 
good Soldier oijefus Chrijl. In the next Place^ 
therefore, let it be obferved, 

2. That Strength is a fecond neceffary Qua- 
lity in the Charadler before us. A good Sol- 
dier of Jefus Chrijl muft " be ftrong in the 
Lord, and in the Power of his Might." Mi- 
nifters of the Gofpel muft not only have Re- 
folution enough to undertake the Defence and 
Support of Religion and Truth, under all the 
Difficulties and Difcouragements which attend 
the arduous Taik, but they fhould have Abi^ 
lities too, either natural, or acquired, or both. 
If they have neither, they had much better 
quit the Service ; for Abilities imply Skill in 
the Management of Arms : And fhould the 
Weapons of the Chrijlian Warfare fall into the 
Hands of fuch as have not Skill to ufe them, 
there is Danger of their doing Mifchief with 
them. They may wound their Friends^ in- 
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flead of their Enemies, and fo a Defeat, ra- 
ther, tlian a Con^ueft, be likely to enfue* 
Again, * 

3. A third Thing neceflkry in z good Soldier 
oi Jefus Cbriji is ConduSi. He fhould know 
when to attack, and when only to watch the 
Mplions of an Ene^y. He fhould know 
when to proceed by Storm, or Aflault ; and 
when by Stratagem, or Surprize. He (hould 
know how to improve, as well as how to gain 
an Advantage. There is great Prudence to 
be expefted from the Minifters of the Gofpel, 
ajs well as Ability and Refolution, " that theii: 
Good be not evil fpoken of." Our divine 
Mafter, in his firft MifEon of the Difciples, 
tell^^hem, " Behold I fend you forth as Sheep 
in the midft of Wolves ; be ye therefore wife 
as Serpents, and haumleis as Doves. But be- 
ware of Men, for they will deliver you up to 
the Councils, and fcourgc you in their Syna* 
gogujes." With this Counfel of our Saviour, 
we have the Conpurrence of his own PraiSicc 
and Example, who, till his Hour was comcj^ 
would not put himfelf into the Hands of his 
Enemies, nor needlefsly provoke them by too 
diredl and public an Avowal of his being the 
Mejjiah^ or Chriji. It can be no Part of Pru^ 
dence^ every one \yill own, for a Man to run 
himfelf upon Inconveniences, which he may 
Ixonoijrably decline j and if it be no Part of 
Prudence^ I fhould think it was none of Reli-^ 
gioni fi^^^c Religion, which is a wife and 
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he faithful unto Death, if they cxpecft to re- 
ceive a Crown of Life, according to what was 
written to the Angel, or Minifter, of the 
Church at Smyrna, See Rev. ii. lo. 

In thefc imperfedl Sketches of the Charac- 
ter which the Text exhibits to us, I perfuade 
myfelf, you may difcern fome faint Features 
of your late worthy Paftor, whofe uncom- 
mon Courage, and great Abilities ; whofe fin- 
gular Management, and indefatigable La- 
bours; whofe fixed and immoveable Adhe- 
rence to the Chriftian Difcipline, as prefcribed 
in his Bible, whofe Fidelity to the Truft his 
heavenly Matter had committed to him, viz^ 
the Care of Souls, yours, my Brethren, in 
particular, amongft many others; in few 
Words, whofe exemplary Life, and whofe 
honourable Death, as a Member and an 
Officer of the Church Militant, firft fuggefted 
to me the Idea of a brave or a good Soldier of 
yejus Cbriji. For the Propriety of it, I appeal 
to you, who have more fully known his Doc- 
trine, Manner of Life, Purpofe, Faith, Long- 
fuifering. Charity, Patience, Perfecution, Af- 
fliiSion. — I cannot fay,, all thefe Particulars 
are fo applicable to the Objedl of our prefent 
Attention, as fome of them arc j however, 
there are none of them quite foreign to my 
prefent Views, as may appear, perhaps, from 
a few Minutes of his Life and Converfationj^ 
which may be as pertinently introduced here 

C 2 a3 
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ferved to alter a little in his Prayer before 
Sermon, which Part of the Service he pur- 
pofely contracted,, with great Decency and 
Compofure. After which he attempted to 
come down, but was not able. However, 
Afliftance being immediately lent him ; by 
the Help of that he reached the Veftry, ad- 
joining to his Meeting-houfe, where being 
met and afked by fome of his Friends, how he 
did ? and what was the Matter with him I he 
anfwered with fome Languor, "I don't know.** 
but foon after, when feated in a Chair, he 
two or three Times repeated the Word Pal^'. 
When fome of his Friends made an Attempt 
to remove him to his own Houfe, he oppofed 
it as much as he could 3 and intimated as well 
as he was able, that he would fpeak to hife 
People 5 whom he had that Day treated with 
more than ufual Marks- of Tendernefs and 
Affefkion ; but in this laft brave Attempt to 
rally his Forces, as it were, his Speech falter- 
ed, and he was only understood, and that in 
broken Accents, to utter a few unconneiSted 
Words, fuch as Love — Charity — Glory — Then 
finding his Work was finifhed, he calmly 
fubmitted to his Difcharge, and remained 
fpeechleis till the Friday following. About 
Ten o'clock in the Forenoon, on that Dayj^ hifi 
Difeafe did its lail, and, to him a kind, Office; 
and extinguiflied one of the greateft Lights of 
the Churches, in this Part of the Country. 

I Thus 
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Thus to did, as it were, in the Bed of Ho- 
Dur, " Fighting a good Fight of Faith," with 
is almoft lateft Breath, ixiuft give us an ad- 
mtageous Idea of his Reception in the World 
F glorified Spirits. With what loud Accla- 
mations of Joy, with what triunaphant Con-, 
ratulations, may we fuppofe the bufy Mini- 
prs of everlafting Life and Happinefs, cas- 
ftial Peace and Bleflednefs^ would receive 
lis new-born Heir of Heaven, and introduce 
im to their common Manfions of Felicity ! 
Before the Throne of God, to fervc in his 
emple Day and Night : Where there fhall 
c no more hungering nor thirfting, where 
lere fhall be no more Death, neither Sorrow, 
or Crying, .neither fhall there be any more 
ain:" See Rev. vii. 15, 16. and xxi. 4* 

This leads me to the third Thing fuggefted 

the Text, Ver. 12. 

III. The Reward annexed to the Duties of the 
haraSler which the Text exhilits to usy and that 
> a Crown of Righteoufnefs -, by which we 
m underfland nothing more certainly, than 
1 eternal Freedom from all Evil, and the 
cure Enjoyment of every poflible Good, for 
ic endlefs Ages of Immortality. They are 
le Words of my ever honoured Tutor, the 
te reverend and learned Dr. Latham, which 
would beg Leave to infert here. Speaking of 
le Death of Miniflcrs, he fays, " They arc 

. taken. 
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taken away from all the Evils that are either 
prefent or to come ; and they die to receive the 
Gift of Life. As to the former^ God indulges 
his Servants an Efcape out of this Clay, and 
they inftantly lofe all their forrowful Refent- 
ments ; no wafting SigHs, no fhocking Groans 
damp the Harmony of the upper Realms ; 
they fhall know no more what Perfecution, 
Tribulation, or Diftrefs mean. There is no- 
thing that gives Anxiety or Difquietude in all 
the Mount of God. And, oh, (erene and 
happy Day, that fhall chafe away all the 
Gloom and Horrors thatover-caft the prefent! 
What Light does this throw on the Vail of 
Death, in order to reconcile you to the Re- 
moval of your Minijiers^ when in the Service 
of their great Mafter they have weathered all 
the Storms of Life, he hides and flielters ri.era 
in the Grave, " where the Wicked ceafe from 
troubling, and the Weary are at Reft ! '' See 
Job. iii. 17. Now, as to the latter — As to the 
Gift of Life, which j^ood Men did to receive.—- 
Who can tell what God has prepared for them 
that love him, can difplay the Glories of the 
upper World, the vaft unknown Blifs there? 
Now your Minifttrs toil undt^r great Difad^ 
vantages, to enrich their own Undeiftpndings, 
and inform yours ; often they confume the 
Lamp of Life, to light the other of Know- 
ledge; but they ftiall not always wade in, 
Clouds and Mifts ; in Mefcy they are rcleafed 
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Difcord which obftrudts the Satisfedtion good 
Pcrfons (hould take in one another now. 
Thefe are a few Stridures of that happy State 
which forms the Reward annexed to the 
Duties of the Charader which the Text exhi- 
bits to us. And who is there that has any 
Evidences of an Intereft in them, that can 
forbear crying out in the Language of the 
Spirit J " Come, Lord Jefus, come quickly." 
Having thus gone through the Particulars, 
which the Subjed: moft naturally fuggefts to 
Confideration, it only remains, that I endea-^. 
vour to make a fuitable Application of them^ 
and of that gloomy Providence which has led 
me to them. And, firft, 

I . We may learn from a Review of what 
has occurred in the preceding Parts of this 
Difcourfe, how little room there is to lament 
the lofs of Minifters, or other good Men, 
upon their Account. It muft only be on our 
own Account. If they could now fpeak to 
us, it would certainly be in the Language of 
their divine Mafter, when he was lamented 
by fome who attended his Execution, ** Weep 
" not for us, but weep for yourfelves, and 
*^ for your Children." See Luke xxiii. 28. As 
to them, as to Minifters and other good Men, 
" If we loved them, why (hould we not re- 
" joice, bccaufe they are gone to the Father!'* 
The greatcft, the wifeft, and the beft of all 
Beings, ** In whofe Prefence there is a Fulnefs 
Da *^ of 
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of ourfehres, or for ourfelves, what is good, 
or what is fit, but in concurrence with the 
Me^furcs and Intimations of our Father who 
is in Heaven. Wc arc now under the Exer- 
ciles of a very painful Conviction, how little 
we know of what is Right and what is Wrong; 
what {faould be and what (hould not be. For 
who is there in this Affembly, or in any of 
the di&nting Churches, where the Name 
and the Virtues of your late worthy Paftor 
had been heard and allowed of, but would 
have thought his very ufeful and valuable 
Life, of. Importance enough to have been 
prolonged, even beyond the Pfalmift's Period 
of " three fcore Years and ten" ? But, alafs^ it 
fell fhort of this Period, and fhort of that Pe- 
riod too to which many live, whofe Lives, wc 
may imagine, would have been in Mercy taken 
away long ago ; who Hve a burden to them- 
felves, and an Incumbrance to their Friends ; 
" Who long for Death, but it cometh not, 
" and dig for it more than for hid Treafurej 
" who would rejoice exceedingly, and be 
" glad, if they could find the Grave/J And 
this is QoC all : There are fome continued in 
the World, who only live to be vicious, who 
grow old in Sin and Mifchief ; whilft many 
good Men, of Angular Service to their Fami- 
Kes, their Friends and the World, are hurried 
out of it. Tbefe are fome of thofe " Clouds 
^ which furround the Habitation of GodV 

!! Holinefs;' 
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propofe it to you, my Friends, in the third 
Place, 

3. To confidcr well, wherefore it is that 
God has done this, whether in Judgment to 
you, or in Mercy to your Paftor ? The Death 
of Minifters has been often reprefented as an 
Expreffion of God's Difpleafure againft an 
infenfible, an ungrateful, and an unprofitable 
People, who are only to be taught the true 
Value of their Priviledges by the Want of 
them. Thofe who have affronted, negledted, 
defpifed and even perfecuted their faithful 
Minifters, when alive, and in the Exercifes 
of their proper Fundtion, will, perhaps, ho- 
nour their Memories when deceafed, and im- 
prove by the Prayers, the Sermons, and well- 
meant Admonitions which they muft hear no 
more. But this is not the Light in which I 
would chufe to confider your prefent afflidlive 
Vifitation. I hope there is no juft Foundation 
for it. I would much rather perfuade you 
and myfclf, that, in Reward of his fignal Ser- 
vices, your late worthy Paftor received his 
Difcharge fo much fooner than fome others do, 
and yet not fo foon, but that you had great 
Opportunities, I may fay fufRcienc Opportu- 
nities for growing lip, under his Care of you, 
and Concern for you, into a Ripenefs for 
Glory, a Meetnefs and Fitnefs for Heaven and 
Happinefs. But as he had ftood his Ground 
fo well^ and acquitted himfelf fo gallantly ; 

his 
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Mercy excufed from the Fbrmalities of a 
lingering Difeafe, which would, probably, 
have been more dreadful and dlflrefling to 
him, than the fhortefl Warning. But, in 
order to form a more reafonable Judgment 
upon the End of God's prefent Difpenfation 
towards you, as a fuitable Particular of Ap- 
plication, let me prevail upon you, in the 
fourth Place, 

4. To confider, ferioufly, what Account 
you can give of the Miniftry you lately fat 
under? And what Account you think your 
late faithful Minifter is giving, or can give 
of you, to the great Shepherd and Bifhop of 
Souls? Confider particularly. Whether the 
religious Education of your Children, whe- 
ther the Devotions of your Families and Clo- 
fcts, whether the Regulation of your Appe- 
tites, Paffions and Dcfires, or, in fewer Words, 
\!vhether your Preparations for Death and 
Judgment, for Heaven and Happinefs, are 
carrying on with all thofe Advantages, which 
it 'will be expefted they (hould be, from 
the extraordinary Afliftances which your late 
afFedionate Friend and " Servant for Jejui 
•* Sake," and for the Sake of promoting your 
bcft, your eternal Intereft, has fo frequently 
given you, both from the Pulpit and the Prefs ? 
by which, tho' dead, he yet fpeaketh, and 
will jftill fpeak, as long as you have "Ears 
5* to heai: what his Spirit Taith unto the 
E r. Churches i'* 
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die, what continual ApprchenfioM iliould we 
be under^ as to our own Diflblution! And 
whatPrepatrations cao we make, that we ought 
not to be naaking,. wery Day, for that dread 
Decree, which will foon pafs with refped: to 
us, that " Time (hall be no more." " But of 
" that Pay and that Hour knoweth no Man.*' 
Your late worthy Paftor did not know, then 
how fhould we ? " The Angels which are in 
" Heaven don't know, neither the Son, only 
" the Father.'' '' Take ye Heed, therefore, 
" watch and pray: For ye know not when 
" the Time is. For the Son of Man is as a 
" Man taking a long Journey, who left hi$ 
•' Houfe, and gave Authority to his Servants^ 
** and to every Man his ^Work, and com-^ 
*^ manded the Poster to watch. Watch ye 
*^ therefore (for ye know not when the Maf-* 
*' tcr of the Hoafe cometh, at Even, or at 
** Midnight, or at the Cock-crowing, or in 
** the Morning) left coming (Sddenly he find 
^* you fleeping. What therefore was faid by 
** Cbriji himfelf to his iaunedlate Difciples, 
^* may be faid by his Minifters to their Fol- 
^' lowers, Wajch/' See Markym. 33, and 
following T^erfes. To which *let me add thd 
JExhortation of St. Peter in his fccond Epiftlej 
du i. ver. 5. jnd following. '* Give all Di- 
*' ligcnce to n^ajce your Calling and Eledlion 
" fure, be adding to yoiir Faith, Virtue ; to 
[^ Virtue,. Knowledge ; to Knowledge, Tern- 
E :5 " perance j 
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Spirit of Charity, Meeknefs, and Moderation, 
under the Influences of which I would hope 
you will be at all Times difpofed to profecute 
fuch Meafures as fhall be moft expedient for 
repairing' the Lofs you have fuftained. If any 
Thing could be fuppofed to difturb the facred 
Reft of thofe who fleep in JefuSj particularly 
thofe who have been his faithful Minifters, 
it muft be either the uncharitable Heats and 
Divifions of their Churches, on one Hand i 
or, on the other Hand, the Indolence, In- 
adivity and Luke-warmnefs of them. Two 
extremes, which, I would perfuade myfelfj^ 
you, my Brethren, will induftrioufly avoid, 
as equally diflionourablc to yourfelves, and 
prejudicial to the Interefts of our holy Reli- 
gion. Let me then adopt the Language of 
St. Paul to Timothy in his former Epiftle ch. v* 
ver. 21. and "charge you before God and 
" the Lord JefUs Chrijij and the eledl Angels; 
" that you obferve thefe Things without 
^' preferring one before another, doing no- 
" thing by Partiality." Perhaps it may be 
cxpefted, that I fhould now pay a Tribute 
of Confolation, Condolence, and Advice to 
the Family of your late faithful Paftor 5 but 
their greater Experience, Piety, and good 
Senfe prevent me. I fhall only add my beft 
Wiflies for their beft Improvement ot that 
awful Providence, which they are now under 
the Exercifes of. May they improve it, more 

particularly. 
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particularty; by a dlftinguiflung Imit^lioi) of 
his pcrfonai and focial Virtues whoCe hoik 
they are Xiow latnentbg^ that they tfi^y h^ 
together, aqd forever wkh him, if^ ijioS^ 
B^cgions, o£ P-urity, Peace and BJiiis, whicH 
l^aow uorSin, nwany Sorrow > no Giyk, nor 
^y Griei^; no Pain, nor Parting, nor Peath^ 
And, *^ Now unto hinv that is able to ki^p 
i^ you from falling, and to prefent you faultkfd 
** before th^e PrefSaice of his Qlory with eX- 
^\ ceeding Joy, to the only wife God our Sa-» 
Y viour, be Q^ory anji M^fty> I>oiniwoa 
^ Wl^awef, both nc^wai^d forever/' Amen. 
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